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Steven Naifeh In First Solo Show At Leila Heller Gallery March 27

NEW YORK CITY — Steven
Nuifeh's first solo show in New
York City will be on view at
Leila Heller Gallery March
27-April 25, An opening recep-
tion is set for Thursdsy, March
27, 6 w0 8 pm. The exhibition
will include paintings, wall
seulptures and floor sculptures
that blend the patterns and
colors of traditional [slamie
art with the shapes and minl
malsm of the Geometrie
Abstraction movement. Addl
tiosally, LED light sculptures
from Nalfeh's “Uzbek” seriea
will be festured in the gallery's
L1th Avenue Windows,

A fully illustrated catalog
with an essay by curstor and
Islamic Art specialist Heather
Ecker will asccompany the
exhibition,

Naifeh is perhaps best known
as the co-author of the Pulitzer
Prize-winaing blography Jack-
son Pollock: An American Sage
(with Gregery White Smith).
His most recent work, Vasm

Gogh: The Life (also with
Smith), has been praised as
“definitive” by the curator of
Van Gogh Museum in Amster-
dam and was named “Art Book
of the Year” by The Times of

Lowndon

S his  childbood
throughout the Middle Ease,
including lran, Irng, Jordan
and the UAE, Nalfeh becamse
enamored by the beauty of the
geometric shapes and patterns
that decorated  everything
from the textiles to the buldd.
ings of the Islamie world.
Naifeh alwo became interested
in the mathematical hasis of
these shapes and patterns,
which were developed a mil-
Jennium age throughout the
workd of Islam. He has adapted
those ancient formulas to mod-
ern purposes in conoeiving his
geometric, often large-scale,
works.

Naifeh studied art history at
Prinecton and Harvard Uni.
veraltsen, focusing oa Nine-

Steven Naifeh, “Saida 11 Iridescent Copper,” 2014, copper-

plated steel, 84 by 168 inches.

teenth and Twentieth Century
Western European and Ameri-
can art. At the same time, his
own art began to explore the
kinship b the g ic
abstraction of Western art and

tify the grometry of a specific
Uzbek dome to distill its math-
ematical  formula,  Naifeh
chose the media of this series
— colored acrylic light boxes
and LED lights — because
they

the millenns Id tr
of Arab and lalamic abstrac-
tion. Naifeh stodled

D G best suited to
achieving those geals. The

Uzbek images are  directly
inspired by the East, but the
materials are completely West-

ern
Leila Heller Gallery is st 568
West 25th Street, For informa-
tion, 212-240-7605 or
www.ledlabellergallery.com.

rary art with Sam Hunter, for-
mer carater of the Muscum of
Modern Art and the Jewish
Muscam, and lslamic art with
Oleg Grabar and Cary Welch.
It has taken 40 years for these
influences to fully emerge in
Naifeh's most recent body of
work,

In bis “Saida” series, Naifeh
combines the satisfying resolu-
tion of peometry with the play-
fulness of Op Art, “Saida 111
Iridescent  Copper,” 2014,
which will be on view, consists
of numercus copper-plated
steel squares foematted to ere-
ate a starlike whole. The eye
oscillates constantly between
the stable overall design and
the shapeshifting separate
clementa. Naifeh's use of scpa-
rate picces (sometimes wood
blocks, canvases or metal
plates) underscores the com-
position's modular nature and
the strict mathematical pro-
pression that defines the rela-
tionship of the parts to the
whole,

In his *Uztek”™ series, Naifeh
saw his challenge as making
the perfoect spiral that the ras-
tic Uzbek craftsmen aspired to
make but did not have the
means to make. He used 2
computer application to en-

.

f’l‘agx & Treasures Sale N

In the Webb Barn at the
Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum,
211 Makin Streel, Wethersfleld, CT
Antigues and vintage reasures: books, sitver, ching, glass,
linens, fursiture, ete. doneted by some of CT's oldest families,
Also fine handcrafed items,

Saturday, March 22 * 9 am -~ 4 pm
Sunday, March 23 » lOam-4pm/

$5 Admission

4

Join Us On A
Chartered Bus Trip To

BRIMFIELD
ANTIQUE SHOW

Opening Day, Tuesday, May 13th
$30 per person * Reservations Required
Call 870-664-9270

‘Rambling River Antiques

DECORATOR ACCESSORIES & COLLECTIBLES

172 Boston Post Rd., Westbrook, CT + Open Twes. - Sun, 10- 5




